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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/14/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This action is in response to communications filed 10/14/2009. Claims 1-14, 19- 
22, 25-29, 33-37, 45, 47, 48, 52, 53, 61, 62 and 76 are cancelled. Claims 15, 18, 23, 
24, 30, 32, 38-40, 42, 43, 46, 54, 57, 64, 65, 74 and 77 are amended. Claims 16, 17, 
31, 41, 44, 47, 49-51 , 55, 56, 58-60, 63, 66-73, 75 and 78-81 have been previously 
presented. Claims 82 and 83 are new. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Objections 

4. Claims 15, 32, 38, 46 and 77 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Claim 15 recites "the source." The examiner assumes "the source" to be --a 
source--. 

Claim 32 recites "the user." The examiner assumes "the user" to be -a user--. 

Claim 38 recites "the audio-events." The examiner assumes "the audio-events" 
to be - the audio-video events --. Claim 38 also does not have a period at the end of 
the claim. 

Claim 46 recites "the palmtop computer" (last limitation). The examiner assumes 
"the palmtop computer" to be -the computer-. 

Claim 77 recites "and not." The examiner assumes "and not" to be —are not-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 1 5-1 8, 23, 24, 30-32, 38-41 , 43, 44, 46, 49-51 , 56-60, 63-75 and 77-83 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Joao (US 2002/0108125). 

Regarding Claim 15, Joao discloses a method for interacting with a television 
(TV) system (Figures 6-8, Figure 1 , Figure 3), the method comprising: 

receiving the TV content (Page 5, paragraphs 0084, 0088, Page 12, paragraph 
0177, 0178), and displaying the TV content on a display system (Page 8, paragraph 
0124, Figure 3, 20A) and 

enabling a user of a computer (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 3, 20B, Page 8, paragraphs 
0126, 0127) that is connected over a network (Figure 1,10, 20, Page 6, paragraph 
0099) to interact with the TV content by responding to one or more events that are 
depicted with audio-video in the television and which are not part of any electronic 
programming guide (EPG) (Pages 11-13, paragraph 01 63, 01 65, 01 85, 01 86), 

wherein enabling the user of the computer includes providing a user interface 
that enables the user to interact with the TV content through manipulation of the user 
interface (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 3, 20B, Page 8, paragraph 01 24-01 26, Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186); 

transmitting, from over the network (Figure 1 , 30, 20, Page 6, paragraph 0099), 
an input from the computer (Figure 1, 30, 20, Pages 12-13, paragraph 0185, 0186) 
corresponding to the user responding to the one or more audio-video events to a source 
associated with the television content (Page 13, paragraph 0193, Page 14, paragraph 
0204-0206, Figure 8), so as to enable the input to be interactive with the television 
content (Page 13, paragraph 0193, Page 14, paragraphs 0204-0206, Figure 8) and 
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Providing for the audio-video content to be altered based at least in part on input 
received from the user (Page 13, paragraph 0193, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0210). 

Regarding Claim 16, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses the display system includes a display combined with a separate or integrated 
set top box (STB) as the television system can include television and television receiver 
(Figure 3, 20A, Page 8, paragraph 0124). 

Regarding Claim 1 7, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 1 5. Joao 
discloses wherein receiving the TV content includes receiving the TV content as part of 
a broadcast (Page 5, paragraphs 0084, 0088). 

Regarding Claim 18, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses receiving the TV content includes receiving the TV content transmitted over 
the network to the computer (Page 5, paragraphs 0084, 0088, Page 6, paragraphs 
0099, 0106). 

Regarding Claim 23, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 17. Joao 
discloses wherein receiving the TV content includes receiving the TV content on a STB 
or television receiver (Page 8, paragraph 0124). 

Regarding Claim 24, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 17. Joao 
discloses wherein receiving the TV content includes receiving the TV content on the 
display device or TV (Page 8, paragraph 0124). 
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Regarding Claim 30, Joao discloses a method for interacting with a display 
device (Figures 6-8, Figure 1 , Figure 3), the method comprising: 

receiving a signal that carries a TV program (Page 12, paragraph 0177, 0178); 
displaying audio and video content as part of the TV program from the signal (Page 5, 
paragraph 0084, Page 1 1 , paragraph 0165), the audio and video being content of a type 
that is not electronic programming guide (EPG) content (Page 5, paragraph 0084, Page 
11, paragraph 0165, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206); 

enabling a user to manipulate a computer to respond to one or more events that 
are depicted as actions or events in the audio and video content of the TV program 
(Figure 1, 20, Figure 3, 20B, Page 8, paragraphs 0126, 0127, Page 13, paragraph 
0193, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0210) 

wherein enabling the user includes using the computer to signal an input 
corresponding to the user's manipulation of the computer over a network to a 
destination that is associated with the TV program (Figure 1,10, 20, Page 6, paragraph 
0099, Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204- 
0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221 , 0225) and 

Providing for the audio-video content to be altered based at least in part on input 
received from the user (Page 13, paragraph 0193, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0210). 
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Regarding Claim 31 , Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 30. Joao 
discloses receiving an interactive signal is an interactive television signal that is 
communicated through a broadcast, digital cable connection or the Internet (Page 6, 
paragraph 0106). 

Regarding Claim 32, Joao discloses a method for interacting with a display 
device (Figures 6-8, Figure 1 , Figure 3), the method comprising: 

Processing a multimedia signal in order to display an audio-video content from 
the multimedia signal on the display device as the program is processed to be displayed 
(Page 12, paragraph 0177, 0178, Page 5, paragraph 0084, Page 8, paragraph 0129); 

Enabling a user to use a computer to respond to one or more audio-video events 
in at least a portion of the audio video content (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 
0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225), the one 
or more audio vide events being of a type that is not EPG content (Figure 1,10, 20, 
Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 
15, paragraph 0221, 0225), 

wherein enabling the user to respond includes receiving input from over a 
network corresponding to the user manipulating the computer that is in wireless 
communication with the network (Page 6, paragraphs 0099, 0106, Page 14, paragraph 
0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225) 

Enabling the input received from the user to be communicated over the network 
to one or more participants who are also viewing the audio-video content by separately 
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processing a different multimedia signal (Page 5, paragraph 0080, 0086, Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225); 

Providing for the audio-video content to be altered based at least in part on input 
received from the user (Page 13, paragraph 0193, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0210). 

Regarding 38, Joao discloses a system for providing broadcast content to a user 
(Figure 1 , Figure 3, Figures 6-8), the system comprising: 

A computer (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 3, 20B, Page 8, paragraph 0124, Page 5, 
paragraph 0088) including a graphic user interface (Figure 3, 20G, Page 8, paragraphs 
0128, 0129), the computer being coupled to a network (Page 6, paragraph 0099). 

The computer inherently includes an operating system as the operating system 
makes the computer functional to perform all necessary functions of displaying 
associated data and allowing interaction by the user (Page 8, paragraphs 0128, 0129). 

Joao discloses a receiver system coupled to the network, wherein the receiver 
system is configured to (i) receive a broadcast of audio and video content (Figure 1, 20, 
Figure 3, 20A, Page 5, paragraph 0084, 0086); 

wherein the broadcast is communicated to a plurality of receiving systems at the 
same time including to the receiving system of the user and to other receiving systems 
of other users as viewers can be viewing the same game or sport at the same time and 
participating with the program (Page 5, paragraph 0080, 0086, Pages 11-13, paragraph 
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0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225); and 

wherein the computer is configured to enable the user to enter one or more 
inputs in response to occurrence of one or more audio-video events in at least a portion 
of the broadcast (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 
0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221 , 0225), the one or more audio-events 
corresponding to content that is of a type that is not EPG content (Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225), 

wherein computer is connected over the network to a source associated with the 
broadcast content so that the one or more inputs are communicated over the network to 
the source (Pages 11-13, paragraph 01 63, 01 65, 01 85, 01 86, Page 1 4, paragraphs 
0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225) and 

wherein the system is configured to provide for the audio-video content to be 
altered based at least in part on input received from the user (Page 13, paragraph 
0193, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0210). 

Regarding Claim 39, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses a display device displaying content from the video of the broadcast content 
(Page 8, paragraph 0124). 
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Regarding Claim 40, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 39. Joao 
discloses that the computer is operable to enable a user to communicate a command 
for the display device or the receiver system (Page 8, paragraph 0124, 0126, 0127). 

Regarding Claim 41 , Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses receiving system includes a console or a set top box (Page 8, paragraph 
0124). 

Regarding Claim 43, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses the broadcast content is provided by a television signal and wherein the 
receiver system is configured to receive and use the television signal (Page 8, 
paragraph 0124, Page 5, paragraph 0084, Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 
0186, Page 14, paragraphs 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 44, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses the television signal is interactive (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 
0186, Page 14, paragraphs 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding 46, Joao discloses a system for providing broadcast content to a user 
(Figure 1, Figure 3, Figures 6-8), the system comprising: 

A plurality of computers (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 3, 20B, Page 5, paragraph 0080, 
0086, 0088, Page 8, paragraph 0124) including a graphic user interface (Figure 3, 20G, 
Page 8, paragraphs 0128, 0129), wherein each computer is coupled to a wide area 
network (Page 6, paragraph 0099, 0106). 
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The computer inherently includes an operating system as the operating system 
makes the computer functional to perform all necessary functions of displaying 
associated data and allowing interaction by the user (Page 8, paragraphs 0128, 0129). 

Joao discloses wherein each computer is configured to communicate with 
corresponding one of the plurality of receiver systems over the network (Page 14, 
paragraph 0204-0206, 0210, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225), 

Each receiver system receiving the broadcast containing audio and video content 
independent of the other receiving systems and communicating at least a portion of the 
broadcast to the corresponding one of the computers using the network (Page 14, 
paragraph 0204-0206, 0210, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225); 

a receiver system coupled to the network, wherein the receiver system is 
configured to (i) receive a broadcast of audio and video content (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 3, 
20A, Page 5, paragraphs 0084, 0086); 

wherein the broadcast is communicated to a plurality of receiving systems at the 
same time including to the receiving system of the user and to other receiving systems 
of other users as viewers can be viewing the same game or sport at the same time and 
participating with the program (Page 5, paragraph 0080, 0086, Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225); and 

wherein the computer is configured to enable the user to enter one or more 
inputs in response to occurrence of (i) one or more audio-video events in at least a 
portion of the broadcast that correspond to content that is of a type that is not EPG 
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content (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204- 
0206, Page 1 5, paragraph 0221 , 0225) and (ii) one or more inputs from any of the other 
computers in the plurality of computers communicating with corresponding receiving 
systems and which that include an input from another user responding to the one or 
more audio events (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, 
paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225), 

wherein computer is connected over the network to a source associated with the 
broadcast content so that the one or more inputs are communicated over the network to 
the source (Pages 11-13, paragraph 01 63, 01 65, 01 85, 01 86, Page 1 4, paragraph 
0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225) and 

wherein the audio-video content is altered based on at least in part on input and 
response to input from the computer (Page 13, paragraph 0193, Page 14, paragraph 
0204-0206, 0210). 

Regarding Claim 49, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses the one or more events are depicted as non textual (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 50, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses on the one or more events to a figure communicating a question, and wherein 
the input from the user corresponds to a reply to the question (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
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0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 51 , Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 50. Joao 
discloses the figure communicating a question is a person participating in a game show 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 56, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses the source corresponds to a television studio (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 
0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0202). 

Regarding Claim 57, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses wherein receiving the television content includes receiving a television game 
show program, and wherein enabling the user of the computer to interact includes 
enabling the user to participate in the television game show with one or more other 
persons that are remote to the user (Pages 11-13, paragraph 01 63, 01 65, 01 85, 01 86, 
0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 58, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 30. Joao 
discloses the one or more audio video events are depicted as non textual such as plays 
during a sporting event or question posed to the game show contestant (Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 59, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 30. Joao 
discloses on the one or more events to a figure communicating a question, and wherein 
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the input from the user corresponds to a reply to the question (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 60, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 59. Joao 
discloses the figure communicating a question is a person participating in a game show 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 63, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses the destination corresponds to a television studio (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0202). 

Regarding Claim 64, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 30. Joao 
discloses enabling the user to manipulate the computer to respond to the one or more 
events includes enabling the user to respond to a person that is depicted by the audio 
and video content (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, 
paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 65, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 30. Joao 
discloses enabling the user to manipulate the computer to respond to the one or more 
events includes enabling the user to initiate a purchase in a response to the one or 
more events (Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0167, 0185, 0186, Page 14, 
paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 66, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 32. Joao 
discloses the one or more events are depicted as non textual (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
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0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 67, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 32. Joao 
discloses on the one or more events to a figure communicating a question, and wherein 
the input from the user corresponds to a reply to the question (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 68, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 67 Joao 
discloses the figure communicating a question is a person participating in a game show 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 69, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 32. Joao 
discloses combining the input from the user with other inputs from other users who 
communicate their respective input over the network (Pages 11-13, paragraph 01 63, 
0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 70, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 32. Joao 
discloses the TV content corresponds to a program, wherein the input from the user is 
subsequently received and incorporated into the program Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 
0221, 0225, Figures 6-8). 

Regarding Claim 71 , Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses the one or more audio video events are depicted as non textual such as plays 
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during a sporting event or question posed to the game show contestant (Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 72, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses on the one or more events to a figure communicating a question, and wherein 
the input from the user corresponds to a reply to the question (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 73, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 73. Joao 
discloses the figure communicating a question is a person participating in a game show 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 74, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses combining the input from the user of a computer with other inputs from other 
users who communicate their respective input over the network (Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 75, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 74. Joao 
discloses the TV content corresponds to a program, wherein the input from the user is 
subsequently received and incorporated into the program Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 
0221, 0225, Figures 6-8). 



Application/Control Number: 10/006,914 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2424 

Regarding Claim 77, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao 
discloses the one or more events are depicted as non textual and the future audio-video 
events are not predetermined as the viewer or viewers are choosing the future events 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204- 
0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 78, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 46. Joao 
discloses on the one or more events to a figure communicating a question, and wherein 
the input from the user corresponds to a reply to the question (Pages 11-13, paragraph 
0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 
0225). 

Regarding Claim 79, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 78. Joao 
discloses the figure communicating a question is a person participating in a game show 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 80, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 46. Joao 
discloses combining the input from the user of a computer with other inputs from other 
users who communicate their respective input over the network (Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225). 

Regarding Claim 81 , Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 46. Joao 
discloses the TV content corresponds to a program, wherein the input from the user is 
subsequently received and incorporated into the program Pages 11-13, paragraph 



Application/Control Number: 10/006,914 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2424 

0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, 0198, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, Page 15, paragraph 
0221, 0225, Figures 6-8). 

Regarding Claim 82, Joao discloses a method for providing interactive television 
content, the method comprising: 

providing the television content, so that the television content can be displayed 
on a display system of a plurality of users (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 3, 20B, Page 5, 
paragraph 0080, 0086, 0088); 

enabling a user of a computer (Figure 1 , 20, Figure 2, 20B, Page 8, paragraphs 
0124, 0126) that is connected to a network (Page 6, paragraphs 0099, 0106) to use the 
network to interact with and respond to one or more events that are depicted as audio- 
video in the television content, the one or more events being provided as content that is 
of a type that is not electronic programming guide (EPG) content (Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225); 

wherein enabling the user of the computer includes providing the computer with a 
user interface that enables the user to respond to the one or more events through 
manipulation of the user interface (Page 8, paragraphs 0124, 0126, Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225), the user's manipulation are communicated as input across the 
network to a source that is associated with the television content (Page 14, paragraph 
0204-0206, 0213, Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186); 
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altering audio or video in the television content based on and responsive to the 
input from the computer (Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186). 

Regarding Claim 83, Joao discloses a method for interacting with a display 
device, the method comprising: 

processing a multimedia signal transmitted to a user in order to display an audio- 
video content from the multimedia signal on a display system and on a computer (Page 
12, paragraph 0177, 0178, Page 5, paragraph 0084, Page 8, paragraph 0129, Figure 3, 
20B); 

enabling the user to use the computer to respond to one or more audio-video 
events depicted in at least a portion of the audio-video content, the one or more audio- 
video events being of a type that is not electronic programming guide (EPG) content 
(Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 
0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225), 

wherein enabling the user to respond includes receiving input from over a 
network corresponding to the user manipulating the computer that is in wireless 
communication with the network (Page 6, paragraphs 0099, 0106, Pages 11-13, 
paragraph 0163, 0165, 0185, 0186, Page 14, paragraph 0204-0206, 0213, Page 15, 
paragraph 0221, 0225); 

and altering audio or video in the audio-video content displayed to the user 
based on and responsive to the input received from the user (Page 14, paragraph 0204- 
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0206, 0213, Page 15, paragraph 0221, 0225 Pages 11-13, paragraph 0163, 0165, 
0185, 0186). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Joao as 
applied to Claim 38 and further in view of Herigstad et al (US 2002/0100063 and 
hereafter referred to as "Herigstad") 

Regarding Claim 42, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 38. Joao is silent 
on a Wireless Fidelity network. In analogous art, Herigstad discloses that the palmtop 
computer is coupled to a Wireless Fidelity network (Page 3, paragraph 0039). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to modify 
Joao to include palmtop computer is coupled to a Wireless Fidelity network (Page 3, 
paragraph 0039) as taught by Herigstad in order to provide more ways to connect the 
receiver and the mobile device so as to expand the TV viewing experience. 

9. Claims 54 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Joao in view of Von Kohorn (US 5,034,807 and hereafter referred to as "Von"). 
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Regarding Claim 54, Joao discloses all the limitations of Claim 15. Joao 
discloses wherein enabling the user of the computer to interact includes enabling the 
user to respond to questions posed (Page 2, paragraph 0023). Joao is silent on 
receiving the television content includes receiving a television program that includes 
one or more audio video events that depict a person asking questions, wherein enabling 
the user interaction includes enabling the user to respond to the person asking 
questions. Von discloses that the receiving the television content includes receiving a 
television program that includes one or more audio video events that depict a person 
asking questions (Column 24, lines 38-65), and wherein enabling the user interaction 
includes enabling the user to respond to the person asking questions (Column 24, lines 
19-29, 55-65, Column 22, lines 51-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Joao to include 
receiving the television content includes receiving a television program that includes 
one or more audio video events that depict a person asking questions (Column 24, lines 
38-65), and wherein enabling the user interaction includes enabling the user to respond 
to the person asking questions (Column 24, lines 19-29, 55-65, Column 22, lines 51-67) 
as taught by Von in order to provide a manner of determining answers from a home 
audience so as to provide gain more home viewers because there is a way for home 
viewers to actively participate (Column 1, lines 30-49) as disclosed by Von. 

Regarding Claim 55, Joao and Von disclose all the limitations of Claim 54. Von 
discloses enabling the user to respond to the person asking questions (Column 24, lines 
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19-29, 55-65, Column 22, lines 51-67) includes enabling the user to respond to the 
source associated with the television content (Figure 1,14, Column 45, lines 16-35). 
Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FARZANA HOSSAIN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 7:30 am to 1 :30 
pm, Tuesday 7:30 am to 2:30 pm and Wednesday to Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/FARZANA HOSSAIN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2424 

November 6, 2009 



